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North Carolina Ag. Cost Share Program 

Financial assistance is offered to 
farmers to share the cost of the 
installation of the BMP's, up to 75% of 
the average cost of each BMP installed.  

The following BMP's are examples of 
approved management systems through 
NCACSP. 

 

• Facilities to handle agricultural 
chemicals 
• Guttering 
• Pasture renovation 
• Exclusion/Divisional fencing 
• Stream crossings 
• Stabilizing stream banks 
• Stock trails and heavy use protection 
areas 
• Agricultural Road Stabilization 
• Watering Facilities 
• Prescribed Grazing 
• Agricultural Wells 

 

The Swain Soil and Water is accepting 
applications for assistance through 
October 31, 2015. Interested farmers and 
landowners should contact the District 
for more information at 828-488-8803 
extension 3.   

The Swain SWCD is now accepting 
applications for assistance for the 2016 
program year. The NCACSP helps 
landowners and renters of established 
agricultural operations improve their 
on-farm management by using best 
management practices, BMP's. These 
BMP's or management systems can 
make farmers more productive while 
reducing the potential for polluting 
surface and groundwater. The NCACSP 
is a financial assistance program 
designed to protect water quality. It is 
administered by the NC Division of 
Soil and Water Conservation under the 
NC Department of Agriculture and 
Crop Science. Technical assistance is 
available free to landowners in local 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
throughout North Carolina. Technicians 
help landowners install best 
management practices that will improve 
water quality.  

 

Swain SWCD held its annual Demo Day  

May 1st. 



  

                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Equipment Rental Program 

On May 1st, 2015 the Swain and Jackson 
SWCDS held a demonstration day at 
Swain Recreation Department’s Morgan 
Pavilion to showcase all of the new 
equipment that is now available to rent 
through the districts. The districts would 
like to thank all of those who came out to 
see all of the equipment and enjoy the 
day. The District was awarded grant 
funding through the TVA Ag & Forestry 
Fund, and Duke Energy for the purchase 
of various pieces of agricultural 
equipment. This equipment is a cost 
effective way for farmers to improve 
yields from their pasture and hay lands, 
while improving water quality through 
reduced run off. 

Call the office today to rent any of the 
following equipment: 

• 10’ 3pt Hitch/Gravity fed Weed 
Wiper 

• ATV Mount Weed Wiper 
• 10’ Front Bucket Mount Weed 

Wiper 
• 15 & 25 Gallon Sprayer 
• 3pt Hitch Frontier 1360 

Conservation Seeder 
• Motorized T-Post Driver 

Additional equipment is available 
through Jackson SWCD including: 

• 2 Ton Lime Spreader  
• Great Plains Seed Drill 

   

  



 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Report 
  

 Bookmark Contest Winners Conservation Field Days 

Every year Swain SWCD hosts conservation themed contests 
for elementary through high school students. This year, the 
District decided to do something new and hosted a bookmark 
contest! The theme was “Wetlands are Wonderful!” Students 
learned about wetlands and their important functions and then 
designed a bookmark to promote conservation of these      
valuable areas! We had MANY beautiful entries, and it was 
incredibly hard to choose, but the winners from this year are 
listed below. All who participated received a gift bag and the 
top three students from each school got a cash prize! The    
winner from each school also had their bookmark printed and 
distributed to everyone in their school. If you would like your 
own student-created bookmark, the District printed out extras 
and they are available at the District office or at the library!  

Grace Christian Academy 

(From Left to Right) 

Second Place: Tazanna Jones, Third Place: Kirsten 
Lee Walters, First Place: Brixton Reed 

  

Swain East Elementary 

(From Left to Right) 

Second Place: Aiyana Toineeta, First Place: Hailey 
Strickland, Third Place: Emma McCoy (Not 

Pictured) 

On April 23rd and 24th, fifth grade students from East and West 
Swain Elementary and Cherokee Central Elementary Schools 
took part in the annual Conservation Field Days. Conservation 
Field Days promote environmental awareness and stewardship 
through unique experiences that students will remember and 
carry with them into adulthood. This year, students rotated 
through the following stations: Bees and Honey Production, 
Aquatics, Air Quality, Wildlife, Forestry, Elk, Fishing, Stream 
Dynamics, and Adopt-A-Tree. Students were able to meet local 
wildlife ambassadors up close, explore the inner workings of a 
bee hive, use a stream table to show how bodies of water 
change over time, and much more. A variety of local agencies 
lent their time and knowledge to make Conservation Field Day 
a success. This year’s stations were led by NC Cooperative 
Extension, NC Wildlife Resources Commission, NC            
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, NC Forest 
Service, The National Park Service, Balsam Mountain Trust 
Nature Center, Smoky Mountain Beekeepers Association, and 
NC Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  

Students meet a juvenile Eastern Kingsnake up 
close at Conservation Field Day. 

 
 Summer Programs and Free Resources 

Summer Programs are starting! If you would like to     
receive a copy of available summer lesson 

programs, please contact Lauren at 828-488-8803 
ext. 101 or email her at 

lauren.casey@swaincountync.gov. 

The District also always has free posters and lesson       
materials available to all teachers and educators. 

Please contact Lauren if you are interested in 
receiving complimentary material! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NRCS offers voluntary programs to eligible landowners and agricultural producers to provide financial 
and technical assistance to help manage natural resources in a sustainable manner. Special initiative programs 
currently offered through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) are as follows:  

The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program for conservation-minded landowners who want 
to develop and improve wildlife habitat on agricultural land, nonindustrial private forest land, and Indian land.  It has 
been folded into EQIP.  

The Western North Carolina Stream Initiative (WNCS SI) is a voluntary program to stabilize streambank erosion within 
agricultural lands. 

The Seasonal High Tunnel Initiative (SHTI) is a National initiative to provide financial assistance to producers growing 
high value crops who have existing resource concerns by improving plant quality, improving soil quality, reducing 
nutrient and pesticide transport, improving air quality through reduced transportation inputs, and reducing energy 
use by providing consumers with a local source of fresh produce.  

 

 Gator Raffle TICKET Fundraiser 

The North Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts in conjunction with the NC District Employees 

Association is hosting its annual fundraiser. Tickets are $5.00 each 
or five for $20.00.  

First Place Prize: John Deere Gator, suggested retail value of 
$8,200.00 

Second Place Prize: Holland Heritage Grill, suggested retail 
value of $700.00 

Third Place Prize: $300.00 Cash 

Drawing will be held at the NCAWCD meeting in Raleigh in early 
January. You do not need to be present to win. Contact the District 

office for more information. 

Environmental Summer camp 
 Swain Soil and Water Conservation District is hosting its first week-long adventure! If you love the outdoors and want to learn more 

about the environment, join us for hiking, tubing, camping, and more this summer! 

Who: Swain County Students (Private, Public, or Home School— All are welcome!) that are entering 7th or 8th Grade 

What: A day camp focused on natural resources, our environment, and FUN! The last night of camp, we will be camping at Deep Creek! 

When: July 20th through the 24th: 8:30-3:30 

Where: At a nature center… in the creek… on a mountain trail… at a waterfall… We will be exploring a lot of different areas! 

How Much: $25.00 to be paid in advance (scholarships available) 

How to register? Call Lauren at 488-8803 ext. 101 or email lauren.casey@swaincountync.gov (First Come, First Served) 

Funding Generously Provided By:  Duke Energy 

The Swain SWCD is glad to welcome 
our new Director Cayle Aldridge. Cayle 
is a 1998 graduate of North Carolina 
State University, and is excited to serve 
the farmers of Swain County. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/nc/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs142p2_046684


 

 

 

 

 

Trout Habitat improvement  

Alarka Creek  

Soil Conservation Service-1976 

 

 

Burley tobacco grown in rotation 
following clover and grass. 

Soil Conservation Service-1959 

 

A Look Back at Agriculture and 
Conservation in Swain County… 



  

Cattle grazing newly seeded pasture of fescue and ladino clover. Field had been in corn for at least ten 
years. Soil Conservation Service-1958 

 

Critical area planted in rye and fescue. Soil Conservation Service-1959 



 

Soil Scientist John Turpin looking over completed Woodland Improvement Demonstration. 

Soil Conservation Service-1959 

 

Cattle grazing fescue and ladino clover seeded on steep slope fall of 1957.  

Soil Conservation Service-1959 



 

The Swain District operates as a 
department of Swain County 
Government. We strive to assist 
with local resource concerns 
whether they occur on an 
agricultural, rural or urban 
platform. The District goes about 
this through consultative, technical 
and cost-share assistance as well as 
community education and 
information outreach. Our mission 
is to “provide for a quality 
environment and higher standard of 
living while protecting the county’s 
natural resources”. The vision for 
the District is to become regionally 
recognized and respected for 
demonstrated leadership in the 
safeguarding and mindful utilization 
of local resources. 

For more information go to  

www. http://www.swaincountync.gov/soil-
water-conservation-district-home.html 

Post Office 1831    
Bryson City, NC 28713 

Contact us at 488-8803 x 3       Find Us Online At         

www.swaincountync.gov/soil-wate-conservation-district-home.  

and will make appearances at the Mountain 
State Fair, the Regional and State Envirothon, 
and Conservation Field Days.  

Thanks to Duke Energy, Swain County, and 
the NC Agriculture Development and 
Farmland Preservation Trust, the District has 
already secured over half of the funds 
necessary to complete the exhibit. If you 
would like to learn more about the Mobile 
Soil    Exhibit, please contact the office at            
828-488-8803 ext. 101 or email Lauren at 
lauren.casey@swaincountync.gov. 

You may have seen the new Soil     
Exhibit sitting outside of the Federal 
Building in Bryson City. The District is 
in the process of creating a mobile, 
walk-through exhibit focusing on soil 
resources.  

Soil resources are often not presented to 
the same caliber as other natural      
resources, and are frequently 
overlooked or abused. However, soils 
are a life-sustaining resources that 
directly affect our health and quality of 
life.  

The District hopes that the Mobile Soil 
Exhibit will fill a void in soil resources 
education and will be an effective 
teaching tool for all ages. The exhibit 
will feature graphic panels,          
demonstrational models, manipulative 
audio/visual components, and hands-on 
laboratory experiments.  

The exhibit will be available for use  
across the western region of the state 

Mobile Soil exhibit 

http://www.swaincountync.gov/soil-wate-conservation-district-home
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