
February 12, 2015– Regular Session 
The Swain County Board of Commissioners held a Regular Session on February 12, 2015.  
Present were Chairman Carson, Vice-Chair Monteith, Commissioner Moon, Commissioner 
Bushyhead, and Commissioner Burns. 
 
Chairman Carson called the regular session to order and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Adjust Agenda 
Vice-Chair Monteith made a motion to adjust the agenda to better facilitate the meeting.  
Commissioner Moon seconded the motion. A vote was unanimous. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Bushyhead made a motion to approve minutes of the January 8 work session, 
January 8 regular session, January 22 work session and January 29 special session.  Vice-Chair 
Monteith seconded the motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Tax Collector’s Report 
Kevin King presented the Tax Collector’s report to the Board for the month of January 2015.  
Ad-Valorem tax receivable was reported at $5,456,521.94.  There was $684,413.18 collected for 
the month.  Total collections year to date were $5,584,558.86.  The tax collection percentage 
year to date was 95.45%.  Total releases were $3,696.16, total discoveries were $1,955.72 and 
total refunds were $148.80.  Vice-Chair Monteith made a motion to approve the Tax Collector’s 
report as presented.  Commissioner Moon seconded the motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Finance Officer's Report 
Dean Kowal presented a report to the Board for January, 2015.  Ms. Kowal reported revenues for 
the month were $1,155,904.58.  Total revenue year to date is $9,159,014.81.  We have 
approximately 55.90% of revenues for 2014/2015 fiscal year.  Expenditures for the month were 
$1,118,911.04.  Year to date we have expended $8,264,079.61.  We have paid out approximately 
50.44% of the General Fund appropriations for 2014/2015 fiscal year.  Commissioner Bushyhead 
made a motion to approve the Finance Report as presented.  Commissioner Burns seconded the 
motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Closed Session: 
None 
 
Action Items 
Audit Report:  Table 
 
Town Agreement:  Commissioner Bushyhead made a motion to approve an agreement with the Town of 
Bryson City providing building code administration and enforcement and flood damage prevention 
administration and enforcement within the Bryson City Limits.  Vice-Chair Monteith seconded the 
motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Resolution opposing wilderness:  Vice-Chair Monteith made a motion to approve the following 
resolution: 

 

        Resolution # 900-2015-02 
 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF SWAIN 
 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE DESIGNATION OF WILDERNESS AREAS WITHIN 
SWAIN COUNTY 

 
WHEREAS,  The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service is revising the 1987 Land and Resources 
Management Plan (revised 1994) under which the Nantahala Forest is managed; and,  



 
WHEREAS,  The Forest Service has put forth criteria for designating additional areas within the Nantahala 
National Forest as wilderness areas or scenery where no timber management may occur; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The additional areas where no timber management can occur will further reduce jobs related to 
timber harvesting/timber products in Swain County; and, 
 
WHEREAS,  It is acknowledged by the Forest Service, North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission, Ruffed 
Grouse Society, National Wild Turkey Foundation and numerous other wildlife agencies and organizations; that 
early successional habitat (regrowth of forest following timber cutting or natural disturbance) is much more 
productive of wildlife than immature, old growth forest; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Timber cutting/timber products jobs and hunting are both important economic, cultural and 
historical activities in Swain County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, The Swain County Commission believes that the Forest Service can preserve the nature of the 
Nantahala National Forest from trail hiking, bird watching, fishing, camping, tourism, species preservation and 
other important activities; without further decreasing the acreage that is available for timber management. 
 
WHEREAS, The Great Smoky Mountains National Park has been managed as a wilderness, but has never 
been designated as wilderness by the United States Government; 
 
WHEREAS, When Wilderness areas are designated by the Federal Government, there are also buffers 
identified, and acquired to protect the wilderness areas form close proximity development; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Swain County Board of Commissioners do hereby stand 
as one body politic with the statement that we are opposed to any designation of wilderness areas within the 
borders of Swain County and further that no additional areas of land be considered buffer zones around 
wilderness areas, whether the land is in Swain County or a combination of multiple jurisdictions.   
 

Adopted this the          day of    , 2015. 
 
 
        

____________________________________ 
       Phil Carson, Chairman  
       Swain County Commissioners 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
Cindi C. Woodard, Clerk to the Board 
Swain County Commissioners 
Commissioner Moon seconded the motion.  A vote was unanimous. 
 
Rules and Procedures Policy Amendment:  Table 
 
Resolution-meeting schedule: Table 
 
Informal Discussion: None 
 
New Business 
False Alarm Ordinance:  Sheriff Cochran gave an update to the Board the number of false alarm calls 
they’ve received and they reviewed the drafted False Alarm Ordinance for public display.  
 
Public Comment: Chester Bartlett discussed a letter submitted to the Board regarding the library. 
 
Adjournment 
Vice-Chair Monteith made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Moon seconded the motion.  A 
vote was unanimous. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 



 
 
Cindi C. Woodard      Phil Carson 
Clerk to the Board      Chairman 
Swain County Commissioners    Swain County Commissioners 


